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The club raised £1,600  for Shelter Boxes at our local Tesco Store for the people of the Philippines 
struck by Tornado Haiyan. 
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I am sure, like me, you 
were shocked and 
deeply saddened to hear 
the news of the sudden 
death of Rtn. George 
Smith.  I have always 
greatly enjoyed George's 
company and the friendly 
banter we have 
developed since I first 
joined the club in 2004. 
He will be greatly missed 
and our thoughts extend 
to Shirley and family at 
this sad time. January is 
a time to look forward to 
the year ahead and the 
exciting programme of 

Rotary events we have 
planned. Already over 
550 tickets have been 
sold for our Last Night 
of the Rotary Proms at 
Exeter Cathedral and 
plans are already well 
in place to ensure that 
Saturday 1st March 
2014 will be an 
evening to remember. 
On the 22-24 
November Lorraine 
and I, along with other 
club members, had the 
pleasure of attending 
the District Conference 
at Dawlish.  District 
Governor Barry and    

his team are to be 
congratulated on arranging 
such an interesting, 
enjoyable and relaxed 
weekend. 
Looking back on the hectic 
period leading up to 
Christmas I would like to 
congratulate John Wokersien 
and the Community Service 
& Vocational Committee on 
successfully organising a 
range of activities including, 
Christmas Parcels, A 
Celebration of Christmas 
Concert at St Johns, the 
Magnolia Centre Christmas 
Tree and Christmas 
Collection (Cont. on page 5) 
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Frank Receives his Citation for meritorious service from President Brian 
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Monday 25th November 
was a special day for the 
Rotary Club of Exmouth & 
District and in particular 
one of their member's Rtn. 
Frank Hart Venn. 
In recognition of his 
outstanding active service 
to The Rotary Foundation, 
the Foundation Trustees 
awarded Frank Hart Venn 
with a special Citation for 
Meritorious Service. 
Frank joined the Exmouth 
Rotary Club in September 
2000, was President in 
2004/05 and has been a 
tireless worker for Rotary 
Foundation at both District 
and National level. 
President Brian Drake 
commented," I was 
extremely privileged to be 
able to present this very 
special award to Frank in 
recognition of his 
outstanding service to The 
Rotary Foundation. 

He is the first member in 
the history of our club to 
receive this award and 
only three previous similar 
Citations have been 
bestowed on a member of 
any Devon Rotary Club".  

-Trialling the first use of 
livestock guarding dogs in East 
Africa; 
-Working with communities to 
provide tangible local benefits 
from carnivore presence - 
including equipping a 
healthcare clinic, providing 
educational materials to 
schools, developing a 
scholarship initiative for 
pastoralist children, vaccinating 
local dogs against rabies and 
helping villagers access  
high-quality veterinary 
medicines to further protect their 
livestock; 
 
-Employing many local villagers 
and warriors in conservation 
work, and training Tanzanian 
researchers to become the next 
generation of conservation 
leaders; 
 
So far, this work has resulted in 
an 80% decline in carnivore  
killings  in our core study area 
and has significantly improved 
the lives of local people.   
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Dr Amy Dickman reports 
that Tanzania’s Ruaha 
landscape supports over a 
tenth of the world’s 
remaining lions.   However 
these populations rely 
heavily upon human-
dominated lands where 
they kill the livestock of 
very poor villagers and get 
poisoned, snared and 
speared as a result.  
The Ruaha Carnivore 
Project which this club 
supported is : 
- predator proofing local 
livestock enclosures which 
has been 100% effective 
in preventing further 
attacks;  
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We enjoy Rotary.  We do 
the same things each 
week and have a routine 
which follows a pattern 
we are used to.   We are 
comfortable with things 
the way they are.   Some 
of us are too old to take 
on changes and are 
happy to serve out our 
Rotary days in the ways 
we know.  Exmouth Club 
does just fine and doesn’t 
need to worry about what 
District, RIBI or Rotary 
International is doing and 
they are out of touch with 
what we do anyway. 
That’s fine - isn’t it?  Well, 
no it’s not.  At best it’s 
complacent and at worst 
it ‘s selfish.   If we really 
believe in the power of 
Rotary to do good in the 
world and to make it a 
better place in the future, 
then surely we have to do 
our best to make sure 
that Rotary continues into 
the future.  Only then can 
it continue to play an 
active part in our local 
communities and in the 
world at large. That 
means that Rotary is 
more than our club and 
more than present 
members.   It is about the 
people who follow us.   
Service Above Self surely 
means that we must 
prepare for the future and 
lay the ground for new 
members to come in and 
to carry the batten on.  
We are being warned by 
District Governors, RIBI 
and Rotary International 
that we are not  prepared.   
We have a ticking time  

bomb within the club 
where we will be losing 
members through natural 
causes.   This is a stark 
reality and one we have to 
face.  Rotary is an ageing 
organisation and to be fit 
for purpose in today’s 
world, has to revitalise 
itself. 
There are no easy 
answers but the 
Membership Development 
Committee has been 
looking at what we can do 
as a club to make being a 
Rotarian attractive to new 
members.   Once with us, 
then we need these new 
members to stay with us.   
We really do need to 
shake off some of our 
stuffy old ways and the 
quaint image we portray. 
On 3rd February the Club 
will be asked to discuss 
all of this and to start 
facing a new future for the 
club to ensure that we 
don’t find ourselves as a 
dwindling asset in the 
next few years.   
The Committee thinks it is 
time to stop paying lip 
service to change and 
that now is the time for 
action. 
����)������
We welcome Shahin 
Mahmood to our club.   
Induction took place 
before Christmas and we 
hope that through Rotary 
he will be able to realise 
some of his dreams for 
those in need in his home 
community in 
Bangladesh.   We hope 
too that as our newest 
and youngest member, he 

FACT File  
 
�  Since 2004/5  

26 new members  
have been recruited. 

�  11 of these have left 
�  10 of the 15 new 

members have been 
with us for less  
than 21/2 years 

The rate of member loss 
stands at 42.30% 

 

 
will be able to help us shape 
the club.  It is important that 
we recognise that Shahin is 
a busy working man with a 
young family.  We need to 
accommodate his particular 
needs so that he can 
develop as a Rotarian 
without pressure.  I am sure 
Shahin will be an asset to 
our club and community.  
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Our thoughts go out to 
Shirley following the sudden 
death of fellow Rotarian 
George Smith.  He was a 
great friend with a rye sense 
of humour.   On the first 
club meeting since his 
death, his presence on the 
House Committee was 
immediately missed.   You 
don’t always know what 
people do until they are 
gone.  George we will miss 
you.��
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Community Service 
reaches a pinnacle at 
Christmas Time.   The 
Christmas Tree has to 
be put in place and 
decorated in the 
Magnolia Centre.   
Father Christmas has to 
be booked, Christmas 
Hampers for those who 
need a bit of help in our 
community have to be 
ordered, assembled and 
sent out.   Gifts have to 
be selected and sent 
out to people who are 
isolated just to let them 
know that they are 
being thought of and 
are not forgotten in this 
busy world.  The Tesco 
and Magnolia Street 
collections have to be 
organised and carried 
out.   Well we did all  

that and in addition fitted 
in an extra collection to 
provide Shelter Boxes to 
support those caught up in 
the Philippines tornado 
disaster.    
 
We benefit from working 
together, the friendship 
which results and from the 
power of many heads 
working together under 
our respected Rotary 
Banner. We collected 
enough to provide 9 
Shelter Boxes  by our 
efforts and those of our 
sister club Raleigh.   
£1,300 was collected over 
the three days of the 
Christmas collection even 
though we had to drop a 
day because of the 
extreme weather 
conditions.  That pays 

for the Christmas hampers 
and gifts.   The 
Withycombe Church 
Christmas Celebration 
was also arranged.  
Through all of this the club 
has continued to make an 
impact within our 
community. 
Various stories come back 
to us after delivering 
Christmas Hampers and 
gifts.  One – a telephone 
call received by Courtney 
– a poinsettia was 
delivered to a gentleman 
identified as isolated within 
our community.   It 
transpired that the day 
before he had been 
admitted to a home with 
Alzheimer’s.  His wife was 
greatly moved and the gift 
meant a great deal at a 
difficult time.    
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A busy time for all, but 
carried out with the usual 
level of enthusiasm, fun 
and fellowship we all 
enjoy. 
 
Earlier this week I had 
the pleasure of being 
involved in presenting 
cheque donations to 
Exmouth & District 
Talking Newspaper, 
Shelterbox, Devon Air 
Ambulance, and  
Anti-Slavery 
International.  All of 
which are most worthy 
causes. 
 
In January and February 
we can look forward to 
the Youth Speaks 
competition. Over the 
years I have never 
ceased to be amazed by 
the quality and 
confidence of the young 
people taking part.  If you 
have not attended one of 
these evenings I can 
assure you that you will 
be impressed and 
entertained. 
 
I look forward to the next 
six months as President 
of this very special 
Rotary Club.��
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2014 is the year of our 
Centenary Rotary Charity 
Event - The Last Night of 
the Rotary Proms at 
Exeter Cathedral.   Our 
club has initiated what 
has become a District 
Event to celebrate the�

Centenary of Rotary 
International in Great 
Britain and Ireland.  We 
are lucky to have such a 
wonderful cathedral on 
our doorstep capable of 
allowing us to put on 
such a prestigious 
evening in wonderful 
surroundings. 
 

The organising 
Committee will be 
circulating a board 
requesting help on the 
night with Stewarding as 
follows:-  
 

·  6 Programme 
Sellers; 

·  6 Collectors for 
the Exit Collection 
in aid of  the 
Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines 
Charity 
(RNRMC).   

·  3 shop stewards 
selling flags, 
blowers, ties etc. 

·  3 or 4 to help Cliff 
who will be 
arranging flag 
decor around 14 
pillars earlier in 
the day�

The Cathedral have their 
own sides persons who 
will be at the entrance 
and doing some �

stewarding but as hosts, 
this is our opportunity to 
shine in front of the 
audience, the District and 
our special guests.  
 
Tickets are continuing to 
sell well so all your help 
will ensure a GREAT 
evening delivered with 
our club’s usual style. 
Note: It has been agreed 
that stewards for this 
event will have to 
purchase tickets.  See 
Graham Kirby if this 
presents any individual 
problems. 
  ______________ 
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We launched a bold new 
chapter in our 
partnership with the Bill & 
Melinda Gates 
Foundation that makes 
your contributions to the 
vital polio eradication end 
game work three times 
as hard. 
 
We also finished 
preparing for the global 
launch of our new grant 
model, boosting our 
ability to help more 
communities secure and 
sustain a better quality of 
life. We also carried out 
our first projects with 
Mercy Ships, whilst 
building on our work with 
Aga Khan University, 
UNESCO-IHE, the 
Rotary Peace Centres, 
and other partners. 
 
At the last General 
Council, 19th November 
2013, a new website for 
RIBI was approved for 
build with a launch date 
of the start of April 2014. 
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Thank you Alan and Frank for the pictures�
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Frank Reports from the 
Youth Service 
Committee, that in 
accordance with our 
mission adopted at Club 
Assembly, we accepted  
that Youth Service is 
our club investment in 
the future. We will build 
on the success of our 
predecessors and 
continue to shape that 
future.  
So, where are we now? 
 
We are working on 
initiating an Interact 
Team at the Community 
College using Graham’s 
experience. 
Rotakids in a primary 
school has not yet come 
to fruition but we are 
working on this with 
Raleigh Club.  
We attended and made 
a  presentation to the 

Exmouth Area Learning 
Community recently. This 
is made up of 15 schools 
in the Exmouth area. Our 
purpose was to see how 
we could work with  
primary schools and 
colleges on club projects. 
Happily, The kite design, 
build and flight programme 
has already been taken up 
by Exeter Road Primary 
School to enthuse the 
children for their Power of 
the Wind week. 
Thank you to all who have 
so far been involved in the 
mock interviews for post 
16 students at Exmouth 
Community College. In 
March we will do the same 
for Bicton College. 
Our Young Chef initiative 
has seen Katie England 
reach the district final 
which will have taken 
place on 24th January.  
David Matthews is 
organising both the Local 
and Area finals of Youth 

Speaks this year once 
again.    
Young Musician is being 
organised by Robert 
Sellers with some gifted 
musicians involved. The 
heats are imminent. 
David Brunwin is 
organising the Young 
Photographer event with 
the help of Alan Symes. 
Rotary 20/20 cricket will 
go ahead again with 
Exmouth Community 
College and St Peters 
School.   Hopefully the 
club will sponsor new 
shirts for the teams. 
Young citizen nominations 
are being considered for 
submission to RIBI. 
We are raising awareness 
of End Polio Now within 
the Community College. 
 
The support of the club for 
this youth programme is 
greatly appreciated. 
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President Brian Drake 
presents a cheque to 
Exmouth & District Talking 
Newspaper on  12th January.  
The Talking Newspaper 
provides an essential 
service to people with 
partial or no sight.   Bill 
Howitt for the talking 
newspaper says, “We  

send weekly recordings of 
local news in the Exmouth 
and Budleigh Salterton 
Journals to anyone in the 
area who has little or no 
sight or who just has 
difficulty reading the local 
newspapers.  We also 
record a quarterly 
magazine purely for the 
entertainment of our 
listeners.” 
Our club was delighted to 
make a grant of £250 to 
pay for 10 new digital 
players as a pilot project.  
If successful further 
players will be purchased 
and rolled out to all 
listeners.    

These new ‘Boom Boxes’ 
will replace the existing 
players which have served 
Exmouth Talking 
Newspaper’s clients well, 
but are due for 
replacement with reliability 
being a problem.  
Brian Drake says, 
“Rotarians work hard 
throughout the year to 
raise funds to help 
excellent local services 
like the Exmouth Talking 
Newspaper.   It is in 
recognition of this 
essential service, provided 
by volunteers, that this 
grant is given”.   
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Meets at the Manor 
Hotel, The Beacon,  
Exmouth EX8 2AG -  
Mondays 12.30pm for 
1.00pm lunch. On the  
first Monday of each 
month 6.30pm for 
7.00pm dinner.    
Phone: 01395 272549 
Email: 
secretary@exmouth.  
rotary1170.org  

Shock Horror at Club 
News Revelations!  
Views expressed in this 
publication may be those 
of individuals and not 
necessarily reflect club 
policy. Our thanks to all 
contributors and in 
particular to Exmouth 
Community College and 
Allison Heyworth for 
printing Club News. 

��
�����������#�����
��������	 �
Date Event  Stewards  

3rd February  Evening 
meeting – To 
discuss 
membership 
issues 

Robert Sellers 
Alan Symes 

10th February Lunch -
Business 
Meeting 

John Thorogood 
Dickson Tolman 

17th February Lunch – 
Speaker 
Anthony 
Bernard 

Keith Turner 
Eric Watts 

24th February Lunch Dennis Whiteley 
Francis Williams 

25th February Club Council  
1st March  Exeter 

Cathedral 
Concert 

 

3rd March Evening 
Meeting - 
Business 

Ian Winks 
John Wokersien 

10th March  Lunch Malcolm Wood 
Simon Wood 

17th March  Lunch Maurice Yates 
Dick Bishop 

24th March  Lunch David Brunwin 
Martin Clook 

25th March  Club Council  
31st March  Lunch – 

Business 
Meeting 

Angie Drummond 
Gerald Garraway 

The layout of Club News has been refreshed for a new 
year.   Any comments you may have are welcome as 
to whether this is or is not an improvement. 
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Martin reports - 
“Reluctantly we gathered 
at the Malsters, 
Woodbury to play Exeter 
United, not sure whether 
we could cope without 
our leader Captain 
David!! However after 5 
minutes we banished 
those thoughts and 
overwhelmed our 
opposition by 66 pins!! 
Spares by Dickson, 
Norman and myself plus 

good scoring from the 
whole team saw us 
through. Well done 
everyone – David 
who????????” 
!���������#�
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27th January - Anthony 
Cline speaks on "4 / 6 
Million Years of 
Exmouth"--Jurassic 
Coast speaker �
�� �� �February - evening 
discussion on 
Membership 

Development led by 
George Maddaford. 
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�� �� �March  - Graham 
Waddell , - Earth Centre 
Bicton  
7th April - Rebecca Tinsley, 
Network for Africa 
 
Ian MacQueen on a date to 
be confirmed. 
(This programme is correct 
at the date of publication). 
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