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Preparing for the 
Real Thing! 

First ever Badges 
for the Beavers 

Marathon Men - 
Disappointed 

Projector for Age 
Concern 

Rotary Walks 

Wheels and Boots 
across East Devon 
 
League  
Champions? 

May 2013 
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2013/14 Rotary 
Theme - Engage 
Rotary Change 
Lives 

Rotary Peace  
Centres equip future 
world and  
community leaders 
with professional 
training and  
experience to  
prevent and resolve 
conflict 

Rotarians volunteer 
in communities at 
home and abroad to 
support education 
and job training, 
provide clean water, 
combat hunger,  
improve health and 
sanitation, and 
eradicate polio  

Australians are 
more aware of  
Rotary than  in any 
other country 
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A TREE that was 
‘brought back from the 
dead’ now has pride of 
place in the bustling  
centre of Exmouth, thanks 
to a partnership  
agreement between the 
local councils and our 
Club. The partners met up 
on Monday (11 March) to 
celebrate the planting of 
the Metasequoia 
Glyptostroboides –  
otherwise known as a 
Dawn Redwood. 
A number of trees had to 
be removed when         
extensive ground works 
took place two years ago 

to re-style the former 
Strand Gardens. 
One of the trees that had 
to be removed was a Red 
Oak that had been planted 
there by Exmouth Rotary 
Club.  When the new  
piazza was completed, the 
finishing touches included 
planting a number of new 
trees – one of which would  
replace the Red Oak.  
The new tree is a species 
dating back to the  
post-Jurassic/Cretaceous  
period and which was 
thought to have become 
extinct. Botanists found 
a single example of the  
 

tree in China in 1944 and 
this led to a revival of the 
species. The tree planted 
in Exmouth is a  
descendant of that single  
Chinese survivor.  
Reflecting Exmouth’s  
position as western  
gateway to the Jurassic 
Coast, it was appropriate 
to plant a tree with a 
strong link to the time 
when dinosaurs roamed 
the Earth.   
(Above is EDDC’s  
Councillor Phil Twiss. 
Mayor Councillor John 
Humphreys, President Keith 
and DCC’s Councillor  
Stuart Hughes). 
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gaining the badge.    They would 
have to:- 

· find out some details about  
Rotary Clubs and their 
aims; 

· to find out where the local 
Rotary Club meets;  

· to look at ways the pack 
could do some fund raising 
for charity.  

They were all very enthusiastic 
and wanted to have a go.  Eight 
weeks later Keith, Alan and I  
returned to present the badges. 
As this Beaver group were only 7 
year olds, 23 boys and one girl, 
and the youngest of the Scout 
groups, there was a little  
adaptation of the rules.  All the 
group had found out some of the 
history of Rotary and its aims, 
and also where we met.   One 
Beaver had given details of the 
President and President elect of 
the Raleigh Rotary Club.  

This was all written up on A4 
sheets in their own handwriting. 
The Group leaders had  
produced posters of the Rotary 
Roundel and the Beavers had 
coloured these. Finally a large 
tree had been cut out of coloured 
paper and each child had added 
a leaf with their individual  
promise of fundraising for  
charity.  Keith as President was 
wearing the chain of office and 
one child asked about this.  Keith 
explained and allowed him to try 
it on.   Alan took a photo and 
within minutes there was a line 
of Beavers queuing up to have 
their photos taken.  The badges 
were then presented by Keith 
and were very well deserved”.�
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President Keith asked the New 
Generation Committee if it 
would be prepared to organise 
mock interviews for Vocational 
Students at Bicton College.  
Keith’s daughter is a teacher at 
Bicton College and hearing 
about our work with Exmouth 
Community College, wondered if 
we could use our experience to 
extend the scheme to Bicton.    
We have often thought that, 
whilst it is always a pleasure to 
interview the more gifted  
students from the Community 
College’s sixth form, there is also 
a need to help those undertaking 
vocational and practical studies 
as the opportunities for them to 
obtain interview experience are 
few and far between.  The New 
Generation Committee took up 
the challenge and recruited eight 
Rotarians over two days (6 from 
Exmouth and District and two 
from Raleigh).  Always good 
when both clubs work together. 

Marian says, ‘It was interesting 
for all those involved to meet  
students pursuing courses  
connected with farming,  
agriculture, conservation and 
countryside.   We were also 
happy to help the College  
especially after all the support 
they have given us with the  
annual Rotary Walk or Ride’.   
By the time we finished we had  
interviewed 10 male students 
and feedback received was  
positive.   All involved hope that 
these students will be better  
prepared for interviews when 
they have to face the real thing. 
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Marian reports that the first 
presentation of Rotary badges 
was made to the Brixington  
Beaver Group.   She says “I  
visited the Beaver Group initially 
to explain the requirements for  

Above the Great Tree newly planted 
and awaiting Spring  - Pretty bored 
with waiting - Huh! 

Above, some of the Beavers’ 
work.  Colouring in of the  
Rotary Roundels to help them 
recognise Rotary at work in the 
community in the future.   More 
pictures on page 6. 
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Frank reports that on Monday,  

15th April, Club, President Keith 
presented Penny Birling,  
Manager of the Age Concern  
Exmouth Day Care Centre, �

with a digital projector and 
screen.  The award arose from a 
chance discussion between  
Malcolm Pressey and Penny on 
the needs of the centre.   The  
Community and Vocational  
Committee oversaw the request 
and obtained club  approval.  
Penny, in her thank you said “the 
projector and screen will be a 
great asset to Age Concern  
Exmouth.   It will be used for  
communication with staff and 
clients and for training and  
entertainment. It will also earn its 
keep as a fund-raiser through 
events such as a cinema club”.  
A subsequent thank you says “I 
am sure this equipment will be 
put to good use in our provision 
of day care for people suffering 
from Dementia”.  

President Keith welcomes new member John 
Thorogood to the club after his induction.    I think 
we can all see that he is pleased to be a member.    
He is raring to go and rumour has it that he has  
already agreed to take on a new and important role 
for the club.      

Bring it on!!!! 
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Colin and Ian were very disappointed to have to 
pull out of the London Marathon for health reasons.  
Both hope to take part in a marathon later in the 
year.   We salute their courage and unanimously 
agreed to contribute the £300 to each of their  
charities raised at the excellent Spice Lounge  
evening.   Ian’s charity being Children with Cancer 
UK and Colin’s Juvenile Diabetes Research  
Foundation.  (Right our Marathon men with staff of 
the Spice Lounge who looked after us so well).�

President Keith welcomes new member   
Angie Drummond to the club during her  
induction.  Exmouth girl Angie said that she was 
delighted to be joining Rotary and had already 
enjoyed the fellowship which the club offered. 
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It was a pleasure for Sue and 
me to be deemed honorary LERTS 
when we joined those intrepid  
travellers to take part in the Exmoor 
Challenge. All of us taking part  
thoroughly enjoyed stopping to view 
the magnificent scenery as we 
climbed the numerous inclines on the 
Walk. Wearing the wrong shoes to 
play golf had ensured the DG was 
hors de combat for the event but his 
wife Pauline kept the flag flying for 
us. Had there been a few more  
walkers from District 1170 we could 
have succeeded in winning the  
challenge. 

It was an excellent evening at the 
Spice Lounge which was well  
organised by Graham Kirby and Ian 
Winks. Members and guests  
enthusiastically supported the  
Charities of Ian McQueen and Colin 
Rowland and later I was delighted to 
present their cheques. On the  
following day Sue and I set off for the 

RIBI Conference in Harrogate 
where we represented Rotary and 
Inner Wheel in Exmouth.  Among 
the excellent speakers at the  
conference were the very  
entertaining Simon Weston of the 
Falklands campaign and Tim Smit 
of the Eden Project. 

I was delighted to welcome our 
latest Rotarians, John Thorogood 
and Anjie Drummond into the Club.  
Already they are taking on  
responsibilities and will be valued 
assets to the Club. 

The Annual “Walk or Ride!” on 28th 
May was another great success 
thanks to the organising skill of 
Cliff, ably supported by Sandy and 
his committee.  We are also very 
grateful to the expertise of The 
President and Ladies of the Inner 
Wheel Club in organising such 
excellent refreshment to which our 
regular walkers so look forward on 
their return.  This is an excellent 
event well supported by our �

members and shows what this great 
Club can achieve as we work  
together so well. 

I have very proudly represented the 
Club at these and other events and 
have even been told by members of 
the public how well I planted the 
Great Tree in the Strand, although, 
thankfully, this had already been dug 
in before I arrived. Thanks to Ian 
Winks for arranging the replacement 
tree. 
 
Thank you all for the great support 
you have given me and particular 
thanks to the President and the  
Ladies of the Inner Wheel Club.  
With the skills and hard work  
endemic in our members, the Club 
will continue to succeed and  
prosper.  
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The weather was bright, the rain stayed clear and it was cool, in fact just right for cycling 14 miles or 

walking 12 miles.   For those less energetic the 8 mile and 6 miles walks were just as pleasant.    
Below are images representing the spirit of the day.  See more and links from our website.�

A warm welcome awaits participants at the  
registration desk. 

Cakes, tea or coffee - the reward at the end.  

The lovely young ladies from elf, there to tell us 
about the good work elf does and to support the 

many walkers raising money for the charity. 
The Peleton sets out on the ride supporting Force 
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Tiverton Rotarians on the 12 miles 

On the 12 miler supporting Elf 

Mums on the Run -Yeah! - 12 miles for Elf 

Exmouth Community College -12 miles 
raising funds for their Eco study project 

in South Africa 
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Walking for Force 

Walking for Force on High Peak Happy even if it hurts a little 12 miles for the Epilepsy Society 

12 miles for Beach Rescue plus to 
the top of High Peak 


���������
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��������� Okehampton Rotarians show the 
way 
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Martin writes - On Sunday 7th April , 
eight of us - Mary, Martin, Malcolm, 
Shirley, Cliff, Sandy, Susan and Keith - 
supported the annual Exmoor Challenge 
Walk in aid of the Children's Hospice 
South West.  This 6 mile walk was fairly 
straightforward unlike the practice  

 
walk which Cliff had  
devised for us on the 
previous day.   The  
photograph shows one 
of our party  crossing 
the steps which were 
clearly shown on the 
map but had vanished 
on the day we arrived at 
the river bank. Although 
he was smiling, what do 
you think Malcolm was 
really thinking?  �

‘Carry you across the 
water?? I’m not St 

Christopher!’ 

 

Proud Beavers above, showing their artwork which contributed to 
their badges and left, queuing to wear the Presidential chain. 

Below, in rapt attention, hanging on every word of President Keith. 

���� !�

�� $�������� �- Our 
walkers wrapped up against the cold. 

Below Pink leg Malcolm 
pretending the water is as 
warm as the Med. 



�

�

Issue 53� �����	
������ � Page 7  

	
���
�#�
"��� ����
(
���  
Here is  a picture of the Rotary 
Service Centre West in Juhu, 
Mumbai, which John Thorogood 
passed during his recent travels 
in India.    

Do any other Rotarians have  
pictures from their travels related 
to Rotary that they would wish to 
share in Club News.  If so please 
email them to John.   
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By Cliff Lenn�
Another one is over  -  AND Rob-
erts ‘boss’ came up trumps! 
That was the 11th with 245  
walkers and cyclists from Devon 
and beyond enjoying a great day in 
Raleigh country in  perfect walking 
weather. 
It will be another month or so before 
we know how much money has 
been raised for the numerous  
charities supported through our  
efforts. We should be delighted and 
justly proud.  Thank you to the 
whole club and Inner Wheel -  
everyone making sure things ran 
smoothly.  Also for the support we 
receive from Bicton College,  
Otterton Mill, Clinton Devon Estates 
and our commercial sponsors 
Palmer, Whitton & Laing and  
Ladram Bay Holiday Park, with 
freely given promotion from our  
local Press and not forgetting East 
Devon Caravan Storage who look 
after the club caravan through the 
year; it all helps to ensure the year 
on year success of “The Walk or 
Ride!”.  John W’s picture gallery 
says it all!  Next year John 
Thorogood will take the reigns and I 
know you will all support him as you 
have supported me.   Thank you all, 
and enjoy the challenge John!�
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Need to get out of the house 
and make yourself useful?��
David Gwyther  writes from  
Hospiscare, a local charity 
that looks after patients with a 
terminal illness in the Exeter, 
East and Mid Devon area. He 
says, ‘We are eagerly looking 
for volunteers to help us on a 
regular basis in our Magnolia 
charity shop in Exmouth.  
Without volunteers working in 
our shops we would be  
unable to raise the much 
needed funds to support  
patients in the local area.  If 
you can help, or know of 
someone who might be  
interested please get in 
touch’.  For more information 
please pop into the shop on 5 
Chapel Street, The Magnolia 
Centre, Exmouth, EX8 1HR or 
call 01395 222082 or email vol-
unteering@hospiscare.co.uk �
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Members of Exmouth Inner 
Wheel would like to thank all of the 
Rotary ladies for their kindness in 
supplying cakes and other food for 
the recent Walk or Ride event.  
With their help we were able to set 
out a goodly range of foods for the 
returning participants who seemed 
most impressed by our offerings.  
Unlike last year, the weather was 
ideal-not too hot and dry so every-
thing seemed to come together very 
well. 
The next items on our agenda are 
the Exmouth Festival in May and 
the Budleigh Lions Fete.  We will be 
running stalls at both of these 
events on May 25th.  We would be 
most grateful if Rotary members 
and wives could donate anything 
saleable (bric a brac, books,  
jewellery and the like) to either of 
these deserving causes which 
should attract not only  
Exmouthians but holiday visitors.  
Donations can be given to any of 
the Inner Wheel Ladies or sent via 
Rotary husbands to their regular 
Monday meetings. 
Janet Wood. Club Correspondent.�
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Two 80 year old men, Mike and 
Joe, have been friends all of 
their lives.    
When it's clear that Joe is dying, 
Mike visits him every day.   
One day Mike says, "Joe, we 
both loved football all our lives, 
and we played football on  
Saturdays together for so many 
years. Please do me one favour, 
when you get to Heaven,  
somehow you must let me know 
if there's football there."    
Joe looks up at Mike from his 
death bed," Mike, you've been 
my best friend for many years. If 
it's at all possible, I'll do this  
favour for you. Shortly after that, 
Joe sadly passes on.  
At midnight a couple of nights 
later, Mike is awakened from a 
sound sleep by a blinding flash 
of white light and a voice calling 
out to Him, "Mike--Mike."  
"Who is it? Asks Mike sitting up 
suddenly. "Who is it?"  
"Mike--it's me, Joe."  
"You're not Joe. Joe just died!"  
"I'm telling you, it's me, Joe,"  
insists the voice."  
"Joe! Where are you?"  
"In heaven", replies Joe. "I have 
some really good news and a 
little bad news."  
"Tell me the good news first," 
says Mike.  
"The good news," Joe says," is 
that there's football in heaven. 
Better yet, all of our old friends 
who died before us are here, too. 
Better than that, we're all young 
again. Better still, it's always 
spring time and it never rains or 
snows. Our wives are there too, 
and young and pretty as ever! 
And best of all, we can play  
football all we want, and we 
never get tired!!"  
That's fantastic," says Mike. "It's 
beyond my wildest dreams! So 
what's the bad news?  
   
"You're in the team for this  
Saturday"!’  Thanks Lenn 
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This newsletter is written in good faith on behalf of the Rotary Club of Exmouth and District and care is taken to ensure accuracy.    
We try to reflect the true position of the club at any one time but any views expressed may be those of individuals and not  

necessarily reflect club policy.   Thanks to those who provided articles and photographs (especially Alan for his photographs).  Thanks 
also to Exmouth Community College and Allison Heyworth for printing Club News in hard copy, a service we appreciate enormously.  
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Meets at the Manor Hotel, The Beacon,  
Exmouth EX8 2AG—Mondays 12.30pm for 
1.00pm lunch. On the first Monday of each 
month 6.30pm for 7.00pm dinner.    

Phone: 01395 272549 

Email: secretary@exmouth.rotary1170.org 

Date Event Stewards 

3rd June Evening with Guests ��������������������������
�� !�

10th June Lunch - Business "�  ������������#�� �����
���������

16th June Presidents Lunch – 
Masonic Hall  

�

17th June Lunch + Club  
Assembly  with AG 
Gordon Peacock  
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24th June Lunch and  
Handover 

����
����

��
��
 ��

��

25th June Club Council Old 
and New 
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����%&��� Evening + Guests – 
speaker Kelly Rue-
las –Experiences of 
a Rotary Scholar  

(
�� ��
��� ��)�  ����
*&�	
���

8th July  Lunch + business "����*���
+�"�,���*�& �� �

15th July  Lunch -  Speaker   
C. Richards – My 3rd 
term as Mayor  
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22nd July  Lunch �
��#
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23rd July  Club Council �

29th July  Lunch - Business #�� ��)����/�  �0
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5th  
August 

Evening with guests �
 ��)����.���������1��
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How good it is to win -  Okay it’s only skittles - but 
316 to 290 with some great scores makes you feel 
good.   Sorry Sidmouth!  Last match Otter Valley. 
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Its all to play for - Martin continues to lead the skittles team to success with another good  win on 17th 
April against Axminster finishing 26 pins ahead!! Great stuff with spares from Rod, Simon and Martin.  
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Prior to production of next year’s Directory, 
will all members please log in and check the  
accuracy of their details as recorded on the Club 
Website. (www.exmouth.rotary1170.org) 
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Thanks to Martin we had another great trip out.   
This time on a beautiful early Summer’s day to 
mark the real May Day - 1st May.   We went to 
Castle Drogo and were treated to fascinating 
talks about conserving the contents of the house 
and the huge problem of water penetration 
through the roof and walls due to decisions made 
in construction design and subsequent attempts 
to overcome these, making matters worse.   
This  has resulted in the need for an £11m scheme 
over 5 years to preserve the only UK castle built in the 
20th Century, for the future.   Soon the  
scaffolding will be up & open for public access. 

“Come on Frank 
give me my ball 

back” 


